
Prix Jeunesse international 2010
12-15 Fiction + Non-Fiction

What turns me on: Chess
What turns me on: Chess is a program produced by Once TV, Mexico. Rosa del Carmen practices 
chess. This activity helps her to pay attention at school, be focused and, in general, to lead at her daily 
life. Rosa has become a prominent chess player. She has won the first prize in a contest because she is 
so dedicated and smart. Teenagers always have something that makes them tick: be it a sport, a hobby 
or an art. These seven minute documentaries focus on the passions of each teenager, how they live it, 
how the world around them changes through this activity, their compromise, and the satisfactions they 
obtain by pouring their heart into that special thing that turns them on.

What turns me on: Chess was one of the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL 2010 finalists in the 
12-15 category. 

International experts’ opinions

Almost all the international experts were impressed with the girl who was also the main character 
in the program. “She impressed me” (female expert, Slovenia). “It’s showing that this girl is full of 
energy, full of love and passion for the chess and it’s good” (female expert, Cuba). They also felt that 
the program was engaging and interesting to watch. “I thought just the way they put it together was 
sort of more interesting to watch. It seemed more like it would be more fun for a kid to watch – and 
for an adult to watch also” (female expert, USA). “It can show them 
what other kids are doing and engage the ones who are watching” 
(female expert, Jamaica). “I thought it was quite refreshing after 
all the documentaries that I saw. It is just the feeling: I liked it. I 
really enjoyed it, and I can imagine that many children like it as 
well” (female expert, Germany). 

Some international experts admired the way the game of chess was 
shown in the program and the girl’s passion towards the game. “I 
thought there was lots of ways of portraying the game and making 
it feel much more exciting, and obviously her passion came across 
as well” (female expert, Canada). “To me it was just a nice funky 
way of showing chess” (female expert, Jamaica). They also stressed 
the importance of a game like chess in this age of new technologies: 
“This genius of playing chess as an example for the target group 
of youngsters in order to say to them: ‘hey – there are activities 
apart from Ipod and whatever, or play station. There is also a game 
that is called chess, and it is also very interesting’” (female expert, 
Germany). 

Some experts had some reservations regarding the production 
values of the program. “Chess was over edited, over-styled, and 
overbooked” (female expert, Japan). “I was very, very annoyed 

Figure 1: Rosa – the main protagonist.

Figure 2: Rosa’s parents.
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by the editing. And it was shaky. It made me nervous; I couldn’t 
look at it anymore, because my eyes were overloaded” (female 
expert, Germany). Others felt that the girl was not given enough 
possibility to express herself. “Sometimes I had the feeling that 
parents became closer to me than the girl herself. There were nice 
tricks, nice montage and so on in presenting her, but I think also a 
lot of distance in there” (male expert, Germany).  

International youth juries’ opinions

In 2010 the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL included the 
votes of an international youth jury, organized in co-operation with 
broadcasters worldwide. Teens between 12-15 years of age in seven 
countries discussed and judged 16 programs in the 12-15 year-old-
category. Here is a summary of their discussions on the program 
What turns me on: Chess.

All the international youth jury members from Canada liked the 
program. “It is always interesting to know about the passions of 
others” (female). They appreciated the technical aspect of the 
program besides the chess playing ability of the girl. “I liked a lot 
the graphics, you know the scratches in the image and the zoom in 
and out, it made it more dynamic” (female). They liked the concept 
of chess in the program: “I found it cool that they showed chess 
as a sport. You see how much mental training it takes to get to that 
level. This made it much more interesting” (male). 

The international jury from Georgia liked the program as well as the 
various characters presented in the program. “The characters were 
pleasant, not as weird as expected” (female). They however thought 
that the “editing was too fast” and “images were shaky” (female). 

The international youth jury members from Ghana found the 
program “fascinating”, “educative”, and “interesting”. Some youth 
jury learnt the game of chess of which they were not aware before. 
“She gave a little explanation about chess – something I had no idea 
of. And she also told us about how it is played, what she thinks of 
when she is playing the game and the benefits of the game to her” 
(female). Some found the program very motivating and inspiring. 
“Chess is a very interesting game and she has given me inspiration 
to play more and get better. So far, I haven’t lost any game” (male). 
“I found it very fascinating and interesting. You hardly find children 
at this age who are so fast and who can think so fast and have their 
plans or strategies worked out before playing. It motivated me to 
study well” (female). 

Figure 3: Rosa’s passion is chess.

Figure 4: Rosa playing chess on computer.

Figure 5: Rosa‘s teacher

Figure 6: Rosa likes playing chess with mul-
tiple people.
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The international youth jury from Italy liked the program. They 
praised the passion of the girl for the game of chess. “The most 
beautiful thing to me is that she has a dream and she goes for it” 
(female). “I never thought of chess this way – that it could be a 
talent or a passion. The character was very nice. Funny to see she 
was playing 8 matches at a time. It makes me feel like playing chess 
myself” (female). They also were able to understand the game of 
chess as a group sport rather than an individual sport. “I liked it 
because it’s not about common things like the other documentaries, 
but it’s something new. Nowadays we only play videogames and 
we never play together with other people” (male).  

The international youth jury from Lebanon admired the talent and 
passion the girl had for the game of chess: “The girl seems very 
smart and she has her passion in life” (male). Some also took the 
lesson from the program. “I liked the relation between chess and 
life and I got the message (I guess). It is a nice movie and it makes 
you think of how it is important to practice, practice, practice in life 
and that is what’s important” (female). They also appreciated the 
support the family and friends gave the girl in pursuing her passion. 
“This film shows us the passion of some people … and how parents, 
friends, and teachers are always supporting us. It’s a nice movie 
overall” (male). Some however, found the program’s editing to be 
problematic: “It’s very fast and confusing for me as a movie. And 
I didn’t feel related to the movie in general” (male). 

The international youth jury from Nepal had some suggestions for the program. They thought that the 
program was shot very fast. “It was like we have fast forwarded the film and watched the film. It hurt 
our eyes” (female). They also suggested that the program over-complimented the  girl: “Most of the 
film’s time was about praising the girl. Too much praising is not good” (female). 

The international youth jury from Venezuela found the idea of the program to be interesting: “I always 
find it interesting because it teaches people that they can be very good and with many skills, and to 
focus on good things rather than bad things “ (female). They appreciated the performance of the girl 
and the fact that her parents supported her: “What I saw was that the girl was proud of herself and her 
parents were also proud that she wanted to keep going” (female). 

Prof. Dr. Dafna Lemish and Namrata Bansal  
(Southern Illinois University – Carbondale, USA)

Figure 7: Rosa playing a blind game.

Figure 8: Rosa giving tips about the game of 
chess.
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