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Making Passion Work
Making Passion Work is a program produced by Bhutan Broadcasting Service, Thimpu. 60 percent 
of Bhutans´s total population are under the age of 25 years and the unemployment rate has recently 
increased from 3.7 percent to 4 percent. Everyday more young people are left jobless and disillusioned. 
Making Passion Work, unlike the daily negative programmes on youth unemployment, sends out a 
positive message, with real life stories of two young individuals making the most of what they have – 
making and creating their own space. Making Passion Work is a program by youth, about youth and 
most importantly for youth.

Making Passion Work was one of the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL 2010 finalists in the 
12-15 category. 

International experts’ opinions

Many international experts believed that the program was very much 
reflective of the culture of Bhutan. “It is a lot about Bhutan. If you 
just look at the way that they handle themselves: the clothes, the 
street, the dance; it is really a cultural treasure out there” (female 
expert, USA). Another female expert from Argentina agreed with 
that and quipped: “You get a deeper idea in that story, because 
you have the context and her brothers, the whole situation. So the 
balance between the person and the context is very important.” The 
program was successful in arousing a lot of interest about Bhutan 
among the experts. “I was very curious afterwards about Bhutan 
cinema – what that will be like. Very remarkable young people 
portrayed there. You get a lot out of these eight minutes” (female 
expert, Germany). “Yeah, I like it very much. It was very close to 
the character, especially the girl.  I learned a lot about life in Bhutan. 
It was really good” (male expert, Germany). 

Almost all the international experts liked the program. They found 
it a very inspirational and positive program for the children. “It 
was a very positive example – children doing nice things instead 
of using drugs – that can be easily reached today, especially in 
those areas. You can imagine how much strength and hope those 
kids have” (female expert, Macedonia). Some international experts 
admired the selflessness of the children in the program. “A lot of 
these children just blew me away. All this money that Theresa got 
and she wanted to give it back to the community. I thought that was 
amazing” (female expert, USA). A female expert from Germany 
thought that the program was perfect for the target group.

Figure 1: The program showed a glimpse of 
Bhutan.

Figure 2: The boy in the program.
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The producer of the show was present among the experts. She used a lot of young children in the 
program. She elaborated that though “they make a lot of programs on youth like drug abuse,  teenage 
pregnancy, but they don’t watch it. I’ve noticed when kids watch TV, they flip channels and as soon 
as they see another kid they pause. So it’s important for the target audience to see someone like 
themselves on screen.”

International Youth Jury’s Opinions

In 2010 the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL included the 
votes of an international youth jury, organized in co-operation with 
broadcasters worldwide. Teens between 12-15 years of age in seven 
countries discussed and judged 16 programs in the category 12-15 
year-old-category. Here is a summary of their discussions on the 
program Making Passion Work.

The international youth jury from Canada liked the program 
as it showed how young children were working hard to achieve 
their dreams. “I really enjoy seeing other young people in their 
environment. It gives courage to see how much they want to achieve 
their dreams” (female). Few also admired the fact that in spite of 
being not so talented they were determined to live their passions. 
“I think it is great to see that boys and girls can do what they really 
want in that country” (female). “It was sending a positive message 
that even if it is difficult sometimes you can still try and finally 
make it” (female). One male, however, commented, “I don’t think 
it should be specifically for teens though.”

The international youth jury from Georgia had mixed reviews about 
the program. Few admired the program as it came from a small 
country like Bhutan: “I didn’t expect a well-produced film like that 
from Bhutan” (male). Others liked it because of the length of the 
program: “Length was ok – not too long not too short” (female). 
Few, however, thought that the characterization was not proper. 
“Jumping from one character to another was confusing” (female). 
“It should have shown more people and more background” (female).
 
The international youth jury from Ghana had mixed feedback about 
the program. Some found the program “educative” and inspirational. 
“I like how they identified their talents and how they were working 
towards making a brighter future using their talents” (female). “The 
documentary was quite educative because not all families can help 
their children get education due to financial problems” (female). 
Some, however, found the program boring: “What I want to say 
is that it was too boring. All we got to know was their aim in life. 
I didn’t understand a thing” (male).  “I really don’t like how they 
made it; it should have been more interesting” (female). 

Figure 3: The girl in the program.

Figure 4: The radio station where the girl sings.

Figure 5: Girl as a Radio Jockey to support 
herself financially.
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All the international youth jury members from Italy loved the 
program. They liked the program because the characters were 
shown following their dreams. “It’s nice to see that young people 
are engaged in following their dreams” (female). Another female 
commented, “It’s beautiful to have a dream and long for that!”

Most of the members of the international youth jury from Lebanon 
felt they were able to understand the culture of Bhutan after watching 
the program. “It made us understand their country’s culture” (male). 
“The art direction was very realistic, you feel they live in a poor 
country and conditions and I respected their way of life” (female). 
Some youth liked the program as it showed the determination of 
the children to follow their dreams. “I liked the idea because they 
are showing us that children can help their parents by doing what 
they like, and they sounded courageous” (male). Many youth jury 
members liked the character of the girl in the program but did not 
appreciate the dancing skills of the boy. “I liked the girl a lot and I 
think she has a nice voice and I respect her choice. The boy is sooo 
silly and his dancing is horrible” (male). Many youth, however, did 
not find the program interesting and felt bored with it: “I felt bored 
all the movie” (male). “Overall it is not attractive as a movie for 
me, it sounded so silly” (female). “No comment overall, just not 
interesting for me” (male). 

The international youth jury from Nepal had mixed reviews of the 
program. Few found the program inspiring and motivating. “Nepal 
also has the problem of unemployment. I think this kind of film 
is inspiring for youth in Nepal” (male). Others liked the program 
because it inspired the youth to follow their passions and dreams. 
“Here most of our parents force us to do something else which we 
may not like. It is good if someone can go for his/her passion as in 
the film” (female). There were few suggestions also for the producer 
of the program. One female commented, “The film has shown the 
girl as a radio jockey, it would be more effective if they could have 
shown how can we be RJ.” Another female remarked, “students 
must focus on their studies first, they must be committed to studies 
rather than working.”

The international youth jury from Venezuela had mixed reviews about the program as well. Some 
liked the concept behind the program and found the program inspiring. “The idea is good. It isn‘t very 
common” (male). Some however, did not like the program. “In the script there was faulty content. I 
would have not spent so many comments on that” (male). 

Prof. Dr. Dafna Lemish and Namrata Bansal  
(Southern Illinois University – Carbondale, USA)

Figure 8: Girl is happy to pursue her passion.

Figure 7: Boys dancing.

Figure 6: Singing is her passion.
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