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Making Echoes:  
Oaxaca 

Making Echoes: Oaxaca was produced by Once TV, Mexico.  Maria Isabel lives in the town of Santa 
Maria Tlahuitoltepec, Oaxaca. There, she volunteers as a broadcaster on community radio Jënpoj, with 
a musical show focused on recovering the traditions of her community and her native language, Mixe. 
Teenagers are brimming with enthusiasm to change the world around them. This program is part of a 
mini documentaries series that presents the lives of youngsters in Mexico who are committed to a social 
cause through volunteering, creating socially responsible enterprises, educating others, etc. In each 
episode, the audience can see that it is possible to transform the world in a positive way, and are put in 
contact with those organizations or institutions that can help them get started on this valuable mission.

Making Echoes: Oaxaca was one of the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL 2010 finalists in the 
12-15 category. 

International experts’ opinions

Many international experts admired the courage of the girl in 
preserving the culture of her country. “I think she is fighting with 
huge media manipulation in the whole world, trying to maintain a 
culture and language” (male expert, Chile). Some experts admired 
the love of the girl towards her country. “I think Making Echoes 
would seem to me as more informational than anything else. It was 
just nice to see that you have young people trying to do something in 
their country – not just within their country, but within their culture, 
within their country has always been one that is not celebrated 
enough” (female expert, Jamaica). Some relate the situation shown 
in the program to their own country where young people are adopting 
a western life-style and forgetting their own ancient traditions. “It 
crossed my mind about what is happening in my country. We realize 
that most of the children, young adults, are all coming from Western 
cultures: the way we dress, the way we do things. And even the 
songs that they make. So it took one young man to say, ‘No, fine, 
lets have a nice blend of Western African culture’ He looked outside 
and he came back with this hip-hop idea. He introduced what he 
called hiplife. It is a nice blend of highlife and hip-hop and the rap. 
So it caught on very well in the country” (female expert, Ghana). 

Some international experts appreciated the supportive role played by the parents who always tried to 
encourage the girl to achieve her mission. “They are very fortunate to have parents who are supportive 
of them – in their beliefs and allowing them to express themselves and recognizing that they have 

Figure 1: Maria, the show presenter.

Figure 2: Maria in radio station.
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these strong young people who want to do the right thing. That is 
very rare” (female expert, Jamaica). 

The international experts made a few recommendations. They 
suggested that the show could have better effects and production 
values than the present one to enhance the appeal to the target 
audience. “The show was produced in a classic manner. No 
innovation, I mean, the letters – the graph, the style was fine in 
the walls, but that was the only things that could appeal teenagers, 
I mean, it was rather, like – a report” (female expert, Argentina). 
Another female expert from Japan agreed with the previous comment 
and added, “Actually, information about such a young talent and 
young dream, it’s very important, I think, but the audience, thinking 
about the audience age, more expression, more effort is necessary.” 
The lack of a higher quality production of the program can be best 
summarized by the comment of a male expert from Germany: 
“Making Echoes, for example, was more for a radio program in 
my view. It did not make use of all the possibilities you have when 
you make a program for film.”

International Youth Jury opinions

In 2010 the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL included the 
votes of an international youth jury, organized in co-operation 
with broadcasters worldwide. Teens between 12-15 years of age 
in seven countries discussed and judged 16 programs in the 12-15 
years-old-category. Here is a summary of their discussions on the 
program Making Echoes: Oaxaca. 

The international youth jury from Canada had mixed reviews about 
the program. Some appreciated the portrayal of a new country. “I 
really liked the fact that we could see images of the country and all the traditional things they do, the 
musicians playing, etc. I really learned something about that country” (male). Some learned lessons 
from the program and wanted to apply a similar approach in their own culture. “I really connected 
with that girl because of one statistic they gave in this program. They said that as a small and different 
culture you have a 23% risk of being swallowed by the bigger ones and that made me think of our 
situation here in Quebec for the francophone culture that we want to preserve” (female). Few however 
expressed their disappointment at the overall quality of the program. “I did not get the story… the 
quality of the program was bad as well as the subtitles so it was difficult to understand and I did not 
like it” (female). 

The international youth jury from Georgia had mixed opinions about the program too. They appreciated 
the theme of the program that is to preserve one’s indigenous culture. “I understood the message that 
you should not forget your traditions.” Few however, suggested some weaknesses in the production 

Figure 3: Jenpoj, the community radio.

Figure 4: People across various strata of society 
listen to the radio.

Figure 5: Socrates, the director of the radio 
station.
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of the program. “Very short but very boring. It’s a good story, but 
bad film” (male). Some found the script to be missing an internal 
structure. 

The international youth jury from Ghana  really liked the program 
and appreciated the efforts of the girl in preserving the culture of 
her country. “I like it because you learn how to cause change in your 
society voluntarily. She wanted the people to maintain their culture 
instead of doing away with it” (female). Some also appreciated 

the use of local culture in the program. “It was a great documentary 
because the radio presenter was trying to restore and preserve her 
culture against foreign influence. She uses a local dialect which is 

good because in Ghana, people are seen to be educated if they speak English. It was exciting and fun” 
(male). Some also brought up the similar situation in Ghana. “The approach which she used to reach out 
to the youth was very traditional according to her location and she was trying to promote her culture. 
Although it looks like a comedy, it was very educative. Because of the dialect she was using, people 
were able to understand her. Even in Ghana, people are forgetting their own dialects so I like what 
she is doing. She is likely to succeed because of her approach” (male). Many found the girl admirable 
and appreciated her inventiveness. “For a young person, the girl has taken a great initiative because 
I didn’t see any support from any company. I don’t understand why some of you are not comfortable 
with the girl speaking fast. If you listen to the DJs, they speak very fast because they have limited time 
to say whatever they want to say. It’s a very educative program” (male). 

The international youth jury from Italy admired the courage and 
enthusiasm of the girl in preserving the culture of her country. “She 
wanted to keep the traditions of her people alive, so she wanted 
to explain that not everybody is right. I like the fact she had the 
motivation for doing that program. I like how the story has been 
told – maybe sometimes I could not understand it, but the concept 
was good. Such a young girl committed to maintaining her own 
traditions” (female). Few suggested limitations in the storyline of 
the program. “I didn’t identify at all with the girl of the radio. That’s 
not inspiring. The subject is touching but I didn’t like the realization 
of the storyline so much. It’s just straight” (male). 

The international youth jury from Lebanon had a mixed opinion 
about the program. Some found the efforts of the girl in changing 
the society admirable and courageous: “New culture, the message 
was delivered , the girl likes her country, bravo” (male). Some 
challenged the thought process of the girl: “We know she wants 
to try changing the world with her own way and style but maybe 
it won’t work in her country, too difficult to change things when 
it is so difficult to live in such environment, but good luck to her” 
(male). Some also suggested few issues with the production of the 
program: “They went straight into the story, was a bit confusing in 
the beginning” (female). “Transactions between scenes are not that 
good. I didn’t feel the movie is of that importance to me” (female).

Figure 7: Maria has supportive parents.

Figure 8: Listeners like her show as she includes 
topics related to drug addiction, violence and 
other issues related to society.

Figure 6: The objective of the show is to recover 
“a disappearing culture”.
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The international youth jury from Nepal had mixed reviews about the program. They appreciated the 
efforts a young girl is making in her attempts to preserve the culture of her country. “The effort in the 
film to show the conservation of local culture and language can be appreciated” (male). Some also 
suggested implementing the lessons in the context of Nepal. “Nepal is also a country with diverse 
ethnic cultures and this film shows how we can preserve our culture as the young girl in the film did” 
(female). One male jury did not find the program “interesting.” 

The international youth jury from Venezuela had miscellaneous reviews about the program. Some 
appreciated the program for its idea but commented on its weak production. “It is a very interesting 
program but not developed well, because she had to motivate us to communicate beyond just getting 
more attention” (female). “I think it’s badly made, but the focus is totally fine” (male). 

Prof. Dr. Dafna Lemish and Namrata Bansal
(Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, USA)


