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Letters from Nicaragua
Letters from Nicargua was produced by NPO Broadcasting/VPRO Television, Hilversum. In the 
episode on extramarital sweethearts, Stef answers the question if Nicaraguans are often in love. A 
great question, for Nicaraguans are in love with each other all day every day! As often as they can, as 
exuberantly as they can, and with as many people as they can. Love is something you have to share, not 
keep to yourself. And that often causes problems, for if you spend all your money on an extramarital 
sweetheart, you won’t have anything left for your wife and children. Over the past three years, Stef 
Biemans has been making the program entitled “Brieven uit Nicaragua” (Letters from Nicaragua) for 
Villa Achterwerk of VPRO broadcasting company. In the form of a video letter the program maker 
answers questions from Dutch children about Nicaragua: a country where everything is different. 
Initially he is very enthusiastic. Even when it comes to issues such as child labor and poverty. But as 
each episode progresses, he starts to have his doubts, which are mainly shown in his discussions with 
his alter ego.

Letters from Nicargua was one of the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL 2010 finalists in the 
12-15 category. 

International experts’ opinions

The program Letters from Nicargua is about Nicaragua,  a country 
located in Central America, though it was produced by a company 
in Netherlands and was made for a Dutch audience. This caused 
some discussion amongst the international experts as to why a Dutch 
program was made on another country, Nicaragua. “I really didn’t 
understand the premise of why they are telling about Nicaragua for 
the Netherlands” (female expert, USA). “Honestly, I think there 
were some funny parts about it, but I just wonder if you have got 
anybody from Nicaragua – I don’t know. Wasn’t that a Dutch view 
of Nicaragua?” (male expert, USA) 

The international experts had mixed reviews about the protagonist 
of the program who answered children’s questions. The experts 
felt that this particular episode was not appropriate for the target 
audience as it was too explicit. “The topic on this specific episode, 
I thought was kind of for an older audience” (female expert, Nor-
way). A female expert from Netherlands defended the program. She 
remarked, “Children can send in questions, and he will answer those 
questions in his very own specific way. I can imagine if you can 
say: it is sexist; it is prejudiced. You could also say it is his view on 
living there – although I understand all the feelings.”

Many of the international experts concluded that the program was 

Figure 1: Letters from Nicargua.

Figure 2: A letter asking about how often people 
fall in love in Nicargua.
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not appropriate for the target audience as the content related to 
adultery. “Some of the content really seemed more adult than 12 
to 15” (female expert, USA). “Although, I wondered whether it 
was made for that category of children. I think it is an adult film” 
(female expert, Ghana). Few incidents in the program like a diagram 
a motel, falling in love ten times a day, having sex at the age of 
fourteen to fifteen were not accepted by the experts. “I just don’t 
think that at that age that I need to be showing the diagram of the 
positions on a chair. That was a little bit much, I think, for that age” 
(female expert, Jamaica). On the other hand, some international 
experts thought that it was important to talk about sex to children 
and the program was right in showing it. “I think that this period 
of 12 to 15 are years where our children are very happy when they 
can talk about sex and things, which may happen in bed” (female 
expert, Germany). Some experts found the program “offensive and 
insulting to women” (female expert, USA). “I think it is a little bit 
racist. I also think it is a little bit sexist” (male expert, USA). 

International Youth Jury opinions

In 2010 the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL included the 
votes of an international youth jury, organized in co-operation with 
broadcasters worldwide. Teens between 12-15 years of age in seven 
countries discussed and judged 16 programs in the 12-15 year-old-
category. Here is a summary of their discussions on the program 
Letters from Nicaragua. 

All the members of the international jury from Canada appreciated the program for various reasons. 
Some liked the program for its originality and interesting way of showing a serious theme in a humor-
ous manner: “The way it was filmed it was very funny for such a serious matter, it was very original” 
(female). Few others were impressed with the way a culture of another country is shown. “What I 
really liked about it is that it showed the culture more than all the other ones that we saw before it and 
the fact that they did that through the history of love in that country” (female). Few others liked the 
technological aspects of the production. “I liked the editing because every time he explained some-
thing there was always a back-up picture to show as he explained it so we were always understanding 
everything and it was really original” (female). 

The international youth jury from Georgia liked the program. They concluded that it provided interest-
ing information about the culture of another country and was “fun to watch” (female). They thought 
that the program was also well produced. 

All the members from the international youth jury from Ghana concluded that the program was not 
appropriate for their age group due to a bold theme. “It is not appropriate for our age group. It is 
highly inacceptable in Africa. You cannot learn anything from it” (female). Some, however, defended 
the program as it belonged to another culture where such behavior is accepted. “What is not right in 
your culture may be right in other cultures so I don’t have a problem with the program” (female).  

Figure 3: People in Nicargua are in love all 
the time.

Figure 4: Guys know how to charm a woman 
in Nicargua.
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The members of the international youth jury from Italy had mixed 
opinions about the program. Some believed that the program was 
sexist and offensive.  “I didn’t like the letters from Nicaragua at 
all because it was sexist: like girls need to be under their parents’ 
control while boys can do whatever they want” (female). Some 
however found the program “funny” and “humorous.” “Letters from 
Nicaragua was a lot of fun. It made me laugh. The guy tells how the 
bottom is seen, and sexuality in Nicaragua, and polygamy. There’s 
no embarrassment about that” (male). Some appreciated the theme 
of the program and the fact that it showed a different culture. “Let-
ters from Nicaragua tells about important problems, like polygamy; 
the fact that a man needs many women to feel a man. Then we have 
seen the fact that girls are not as free as boys, so there’s discrimina-
tion between genders. I liked it all anyway: the ideas were good, the 
realisation too” (female). 

The international youth jury from Lebanon did not like the program. 
They found the message was very “vulgar”, “shocking” and “use-
less.” “Ok, it is something new for us, shocking a bit. Didn’t really 
like it” (female). They did not like the way the subject of love was 
portrayed: “We didn’t see the message of love in a positive way ... 
always in body language, it is shocking and I didn’t really feel at-
tracted to it” (female). They also did not find the program engaging 
and found it to be “boring.” “I was bored by the movie and the girls 
in Nicaragua are also ugly. So no attraction in the movie for me at 
all” (male). 

The international youth jury from Nepal had conflicting views of 
the program. Some found the program “cool” and “not destructive.” 
They also defended the bold theme of the program as something 
natural. “These are natural and universal phenomena, if we sup-
press these things, it will come out in its wildest form so this kind 
of film should be shown and should talk about the issue of safe sex” 
(female). Few, however, found the program “senseless”, “negative” 
and “destructive.” They argued that the story was not clear and there 
was repetition. “Not good presentation, message of the story is not 
clear and many things are shown repeatedly, the story could have 
been better” (male). 

The international youth jury from Venezuela accepted the program 
in spite of its bold theme as it showed a different culture. “He was 
entertained at a moment of truth. This is all true and it is another 
culture and it is interesting to know their culture” (male). Some 
found the program inappropriate. “It is inappropriate to display a 
little boy being taught to have relationships with children” (male). 

Prof. Dr. Dafna Lemish and Namrata Bansal 
(Southern Illinois University – Carbondale, USA)

Figure 7: People love flirting in Nicargua.

Figure 8: Motels are used for extramarital 
affairs.

Figure 6: Even children kiss each other in 
Nicargua.

Figure 5: Rules are different for boys and girls 
in the game of dating.
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