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A Tale of Four Friends
A Tale of Four Friends is sponsored by Royal Media Services, Nairobi. Friendship is treasured by 
all, especially by the young ones. This is a tale of two girls and two boys who promise to walk on one 
foot and jump through a field of thorns just so the other friend can have one of his/her shoes. This is a 
heart to heart confession of four friends who go to the same school in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
who promise to be there for one another, for life.

A Tale of Four Friends was one of the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL 2010 finalists in the 
12-15 category. 

International experts’ opinions

The international experts liked the program for its concept of 
friendship and the fact that it was short. “The Four Friends one was 
really kind of sweet. I really loved that one. I thought it was very 
cute” (female expert, USA). Some international experts felt that the 
program was not appropriate for the target audience and was meant 
for younger children. “It was a cute program, but definitely not 
for 12 to 15. I think it is rather 7 to 11” (female expert, Germany). 
Overall, the program did not stimulate a lot of discussion.

International Youth Jury’s Opinions

In 2010 the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL included the 
votes of an international youth jury, organized in co-operation with 
broadcasters worldwide. Teens between 12-15 years of age in seven 
countries discussed and judged 16 programs in the 12-15 year-old-
category. Here is a summary of their discussions on the program A 
Tale of Four Friends. 

All the members of international youth jury from Canada liked the 
program a lot for many reasons. They appreciated the program for 
its theme of friendship. “I think it was one of my favourites because 
it showed that everyone has a best friend and that best friends help 
each other no matter what can happen. It is important to know that 
there will always be someone there for you” (male). They also 
admired the program as it exposed them to a different culture. “I 
think it really showed us a lot about the culture and how you can 
play with very simple things, like clapping with your hands and even 
though they were not too rich they knew how to play and have fun” 
(female). They also praised the short format of the program. “The 
story was like short and sweet, I really liked the format, it made it 

Figure 1: Two Friends: Herbert and Lawrence.

Figure 2: Two friends : Grace and Gloria

Figure 3: Friends playing together.
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even more truthful, it would have been less interesting if they would 
have made it a longer program” (female). 

Many of the members of the international youth jury from Georgia 
liked the program because it was “short and sweet.” “It was a 
funny little movie” (female). They also praised the program for 
its interesting perspectives and editing. Some however suggested, 
“they could have shown more of daily lives” (male). 

The international youth jury from Ghana had mixed reviews about 
the program. Some liked the program for its value of friendship. 
“It also tells us to love our friends dearly because we never know 
when they will leave us. I found it interesting to see friendship 
being repeated in an African society” (male). Others however, 
found the program boring and childish for their age though they 
respected the program for its message of friendship. “I don’t find 
it appropriate for our age group because we have passed that stage 
already and we all know what friendship is about” (female). “It 
was very boring. I only liked the lesson I learnt from it, that is, the 
value of friendship” (female). 

The international youth jury from Lebanon praised the program 
for its message of friendship and the form of presentation: “The 
simplicity of the film made it a success, not a complex subject, easy 
going and strong message” (male). Some youth jury members could 
relate to the concept of friendship in the program. “It made us put 
ourselves in their shoes, and I felt the bound of friendship, to us 
also, friendship is very important” (female). Another one said: “It’s 
a nice subject – we can’t live without our best friends and that is 
why I felt related to the movie” (female). Some, however, suggested 
that the program could be developed further. They also found the 
program boring and monotonous. “The idea is good but it could be 
more developed, it was a bit boring for me” (female). 

Many members of the international youth jury from Nepal found 
the program to be too naïve and therefore did not consider it to be 
appropriate for an audience their age: “It does not meet the target 
group” (male). Some however felt that the title of the program 
did not do justice to the program as it was not really the story of 
four friends. Some suggested methods for the program to be more 
effective. “If the film could show some kind of comparison it would 
be more effective” (female). 

The international youth jury from Venezuela liked the program a lot. 
They admired the theme of the friendship in the program. “If you 
have a friend it is to share things. Being a true friend you can not be 
a hypocrite” (female). They also liked the acting of the protagonist. 
“The performance was very good. He was very good” (male). 

Prof. Dr. Dafna Lemish and Namrata Bansal 
(Southern Illinois University – Carbondale, USA)

Figure 4: Friends take time to interact with 
each other.

Figure 5: Friends eating together.

Figure 6: Friends singing and dancing together.

Figure 7: Friends in difficult times.

Figure 8: Friends forever.
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