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Under Pressure (ARD/NDR, Hamburg/Germany) is a dramatic program about the 13-year-old girls Amelie and 
Coco (cf. screenshot 1), who witness 3 older boys from their school break into a teacher’s house in search of a copy 
of a test (cf. screenshot 2). When discovered unexpectedly by the teacher, they knock him down (cf. screenshot 3) 
and escape from the scene. The friendship between the girls is tested when Amelie wants to report the incident while 
Coco, who has a crush on Marco, one of the guys, keeps her from going to the police. While Amelie is torn between 
two competing values, she is interrogated by Natascha, a young police officer (cf. screenshot 4), who found Amelie’s 
necklace at the crime scene. When Coco discovers the truth about Marco’s character and his attempts to keep her 
quiet (cf. screenshot 5), she comes to her senses but runs into danger. With resourcefulness, the help of a loyal dog 
(cf. screenshot 6), her friend Amelie, and 2 adults order is restored (cf. screenshot 7) and friendship overcomes all 
difficulties (cf. screenshot 8). 
Under Pressure was one of the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL 2008 finalists in the 12–15 category.

International experts’ opinions
International experts shared their opinions about Under Pressure during the 
discussion sessions at the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL 2008. Many 
enjoyed watching the program as it was high on action, had a romantic under-
tone, and was easy to follow. They pointed out that the program presented a 
moral dilemma – being loyal to one’s best friend or obeying the law – which 
was important for the target audience. 
“What I liked about it is that it is a detective series for children which you don’t 
see much. And at the same time it deals with issues like friendship, loyalty, 
and love.” (female expert, Sweden)
Some suggested that the program would be more of interest to girls since 
they were the protagonists and played the role of detectives. The boys were 
presented as weaker and appeared in a bad light. Furthermore the program 
would be more interesting for a younger audience than for the intended teen 
target group as children often looked up to characters older than themselves. 
Others suggested that this was much of a cultural difference and that the 
program would be suitable for different ages in different parts of the world. 
“It is a program for girls. I think boys wouldn’t watch it because the main 
characters are girls.” (female expert, Brazil) 
“It was very interesting for me because stealing the test is a serious topic and 
would be more appropriate for an older audience in Korea.” (female expert, 
Korea)
Some experts commented on the inclusion of the Turkish girl in the narrative 
as an authentic characteristic of the program. They praised the presentation 
of a positive character of a Turkish single father in the background as an 
incidental social message. 
“This is an example of inclusion – not making a big deal about it. The same 
thing should be done about different ethnicities, disabilities, economic status.” 
(female expert, USA)
“What I liked about this episode is that her being Turkish was not an issue. 
They were friends. It was about friendship.” (female expert, Turkey)
Yet several experts criticized that the solution to all the problems came too 
easily at the end. They were also concerned about presenting a girl who vol-
untarily put herself in danger. 

Ill. 1: Coco and Amelie watch 3 boys they know 
from school

Ill. 2: The boys break into their teacher’s house 
to get a copy of a test

Ill. 3: Being discovered, the boys knock the 
teacher down
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Opinions from teenagers in 7 countries
For the first time the PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL 2008 included the 
votes of an international youth jury, which was organized in co-operation with 
broadcasters worldwide. Teens between 12 and 15 in 7 countries discussed 
and judged 16 programs in the category 12 to 15. Here is a summary of their 
discussions on the program Under pressure and the ranks and scores (a score 
of 10 is best) they assigned it.
The Armenian youth jury thought the program had an interesting script that 
captured their attention. They felt that the acting was good and that the pro-
gram dealt with real life problems that encouraged high identification. They 
also appreciated the music. On the other hand, the narrative was predictable 
and thus easy to guess. They would have liked some aspects of the program 
to be developed and elaborated upon more. – Rank 4, Score 8.52
In Brazil the youth jury liked the program very much. It caught their attention 
and time just went by. They described the program as “cool” and engaging, 
and enjoyed the good drama with a touch of humor. They did not make any 
negative comments about it. – Rank 3, Score 9.20 
In Korea the youth jury ranked the program at the top of their list. They enjoyed 
the action as well as the humor and found it very engaging. They claimed that 
it was “like a real movie”. They were happy that the bad guys were caught 
at the end. They also appreciated the theme of friendship: “They had fights 
and made up with friends, just like we do.” Several expressed a wish to have 
more programs of that nature available. – Rank 1, Score 9.65
In Norway the youth jury thought it was thrilling: “It had a good start – caught 
me from the beginning.” They commented that the story was told very well, 
both in terms of picture and music. The narrative was complicated as it offered 
many side stories and introduced several dilemmas and conflicts. – Rank 6, 
Score 6.12
The South African youth jury also rated the program at the top of their list. 
They liked the storyline and the actors very much; the actors seemed con-
vincing to them. They enjoyed the tension of the action-adventure, but also 
the humorous parts of it. Many emphasized the moral lessons they learned 
from the program: “the more you lie, the more you get into trouble”, the im-
portance of friendship, and to be wary of people who “can take advantage of 
your true nature and naivety”. They also claimed that they learned the lesson 
of “never keep secrets from your parents and the police. Most importantly, 
do not try and fix the problem yourself, because you can get hurt.” Some of 
the children where bothered by the swear words, others felt that the narrative 
was too predictable for them. – Rank 1, Score 9.46
In Syria the youth jury considered it a good action film. They were emotion-
ally moved and some even felt that it was stressful to see a girl being taken 
advantage of. They learned that one needs to be wary of putting love before 
friendship. Some were critical of Coco and argued that she “was sometimes 
selfish and naive”. – Rank 1, Score 8.8
In the USA the youth jury thought the program was very well made in terms 
of script writing, directing, and camera work. They would have liked to watch 
more of it. They were able to identify with the stress of the impending exam 
as it felt real to them. They also appreciated that “kids get to lead the action, 
but there is enough feeling of adult supervision to make it feel safe”. They also 
found the character of the policewoman unconvincing since, in their opinion, 
a trainee police officer would not withhold evidence or take such big risks for 
Amelie. – Rank 1, Score 8.75
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Ill. 4: Officer Natascha investigates the case

Ill. 5: Marco pretends to love Coco to stop her 
from going to the police

Ill. 6: A shepherd dog supports Coco’s and 
Amelie’s investigation

Ill. 7: The criminal case is finally solved

Ill. 8: Amelie and Coco talk about their friend
ship


